Lo e By Ry o]

5 Ways to Quit Smoking How to Survive Dating & Breakups

151}

Global
Getaways

Iceland

France
Korea ./
Thailand /

rﬂ.’-".-’f

on coming out, “marrying
Daniela & crushing g on Samanih

| I‘ ‘ m T Reallity TV's brazen huf*-%

{ . )
EEFTEMEER 2008 VOLLIME 1947 - ——
L L



ST IEPCAY f5 4 TH, RASRCDLPH PRAFT RALSTON)

O +A

Susan Smith

Bulfala-based Aeoon wrdter Susan Smuth
recendly published hes third book, Paf Away
Wit (baldsrrokesbooks.com}, an erode rale
of 5 young burch's explorstion of her sexnal-
ity. Smith, whase previcus novels, inchading
ﬂ_f [:Irag J{iﬂg.: ard the Wiheal .:jF.m and
EﬂTH‘IiJI_g Direams, addrezzed p:mlu' idenitity,
iz also a cofounder of HLAG Thearre, the
hrse all-lesbian theater company in the
United Seages, She talks about young
bacches, older wamen and queer

aroryrelling.

In your previous books, you've em-
ployed Theid gender idenlitios, but in
Put Away Wel Joay Sell-idemlillies as
butch. Tall me shout this shift

Female mascalimey is one af my majar
chemes, bur T wanted ro look ar a differ-

ent poction of i, Burch was also ane of oy
coaming-owr stages—| began o assess the

still bguring out whe they are and what
they want oat af Bfe, This is a classic
gicl-mwos-gir rermance with just enough
wista (0 kiep the breezy ploc rolling
along, [] e a kind-hearwed jock whe wrines
poeery an the sly and falls hard for Bendal,
the straight cheerdeader she's tusaring in
poetry. It's nice to think dhat poetry could
be the link that bridges the straighe and
gay worlds, and here chat idea is used o
its full effect. The text includes some Bnes
of Dickinson's poetry thar, in ehe context
of the atory, are made o ook like dhey've
been wricten by [[ for Kendal. Ies a gamble
o conflate scpibbled ceen angst wich che
work af ane of the best poets of all time,
and it's passable in the plot only because
the book is actually geared for a young-
adulr andience that possibly won't know
the difference. Unfortunately, the cover
diesion 8 lackluser, and may nor deaw in
the teen readers it aims oo seach., Scill, w'a
a solid addicion o LGET young-adult
lie, and will also be a pleasant beach read
for the adult keshian andience, who'll ind
they're rooting for this fictional couple
ain the Cisp of a r:l.alldrl:l:'li.p cestimed For
Bl CHss, I"df‘hhduwmpummﬂl

wdea that burch was a good
thing, a thing with a hiztery
and am identioy, of & place in
ihie commsniaty thar cad b
sesonal, positive, respected and
associsted with noble and
valid trairs. This was scame.-
thing | wanted to explore in
the baok.

What interasts you abmut

fhe young bubch=older woman dynamic in P
Away Wel®

T'we had the grear good formane of being
mencored by s number of profonndly incel-

ligent, commirted and passionate ald-schoal

femme women throughout my career,
including Madelme D Dravis [langtime gay
activist and foander of the Madeline Crvis
Buffalo Gy, Lesbian, Bisexwal, Transgender
Archives of Western ISCY,), and Marganet
Samich, the fonnding direcror of the HAG

A Gird Narmed Disrmanibag

Chaarie Lesbar Jenailer MeMalan
Carices Halslon |Harpercalling)
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Productions) From the Mev Yk
—  Timas best-saling
‘:rlﬂl'lﬁ & & Goth tean leshian auther of
irying 10 explone 68 folang of | e Gk
and love. INeTIMe g this chiling
she: Mabris—Upani - eyl about profoundly
expleeing the wet, wid - yigngs caught ug in
world of m with circumestances both ol
womei. Srong female g making and way
bacecds, Willy QialoQUE  © pawond thels cantrel
and an acute warss Mchdahen's batest is
of whal i3 ik ie b aurely her best, I's
Chavlhe a great read. ﬁm “:.'-‘ﬂ
fafaramantions- [hearpercaling. can
prockactions, corm) [Diams Anderson-
[Mina Lary] Minshall]

Theatre. Becanse they
infiereed me on so rany
Revels, T wanted to geind 4
bit of & Lowe berrer oo chat
kind of relaticnship—for
e, the emiotionsl snd
pedagogical content of it
reflects back to Sappha and
amcient Athens, and [ ke
that dymamie,

Where do you see yourself in the larger world
of queer storytelling 7

In my 205, | found myself as a kesbian scory-
celler, | used my cwn vaice & lor and soed
with the HAG. As T get older, T see myself
as more of a queer sioryteller becans: |
embrace mare of the comumumey, amd N'm
seeing where gencler sdentity overlaps and
ingersecs 1 wonld Love o be renwmbered

ag o of the people from Buffale in dhe
liverarure readirion, [Alicis Eler]

| So Many Ways Powrder

| fo Slsap Badly ed. Lisa Bowden
Mattilda Bem2loin amd Ehannon Caim

| Sycanane (Kore Press)
sl S [ PO

{ This Lambda Literary  © hold & hallowed space
| Wanard el e adlarg in media and litaratars,
| upa thilling sock- tha weices of e

| polticaly transgres- warmen whi s

| sive, gender-bending  © ane often subdued o

| quesr novel about drewned out aliogether.
{ It in S Francises, Cain and Baoweden make
| Fnagm bead seo be vegen © ageat st toweed

| regtauranis ta NPR remedying this in their
| and twessking buddies,  collection of paatry and
| Sycamors's irenetic prase. This page-temer
| pace and unabasked i= an insidar’s look &t

| gelipsm ks mest wiat it's raally like

| redreshing. tn ba a sanicewnman.
| fepbigtis.com) korapess. o

- [DAM) [Arvdrea Millar]
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