Acrew of our favorite out
writers plunges into
uncharted waters.

That'sright: It's already February,
dnd youstill haven't ¢ hallenged

Fiv
1hopes of
inspiring H?( s queer readership.

I took same-sex tango lessons.
Asoneof twomale couples at
ARTango's queer dance class, which
also had a single lesbian duo, Lhad two
fears: one, that I w wearing the
r|;,1l-hm. and two, that the
sctors would take one look at
ar-me boyfriend
d [switch partners. Bath
are well founded. “ls okay this
time," my instructor lamented in her
charming Argentine accent upon
seeing my Nikes, Tang [fanLqul
that night
sextily acri
lead and be led. As I discovered when
forced to break frommy
boyfriend, I was meant to be led. For
the first hour, I was hopeless, stepping
- oneverybody's toes, But by theend of

the (long) second hour, | was back with

= my guy,and there were moments
< when we made our wz

¢ good,” the instructor barke
encouragingly, “You're dancing.” See
LGBT TangoClasses on Wednesday
11 in Listings.—Dawd Tamarkin

I took a burlesque workshop.

; 3501 two, but

s atmy reflectionina
donning gold-sequined
vorkout pants wasa

TIMEOUTCHICAGO.COM

little different. At first it felt unnatural
learning how to remove my bra covly
before flinging it across the room, and |
wanted to laughat the idea of “teasing”
anyone with the removal of my panties,
among an equally mixed group of

E ht and gay women, I felt less like
laughing and more like perfecting the
choreography. Our instructor, Ms. Bea
Haven, a late-thirtysomething que
lady whoorganizes burlesque shows
around town, said if she could doit, we
allcould. Once my panties shot
expertly from the toe of my high heel
abovea fellow student’s head, I started
tobelieve her, See Beginning

B\u rlesque on Saturda
sh Bendix

I joined a gay protest.
Idonate to HRC, follow the gay blogs
(not Perez)jand votes ‘p'|x>1l|\L1\ buton

‘I)thll:-ld:-d]l dowi n1m\'m:z|['|u'rin_'.: to
protest the Defense of Marriage Actand
ol lnLI(’lhl post Prop 8 momentum.

: inbow flags hoisted,
we marched up State Street and down
Michigan Avenue. The chants were
infectious but banal—of course we
want “equal rights now.” Regardless,
the sense of community among the
marchers was equaled by thesupport of
cheerir ving passersby, For more
inform: visitjointheimpactchicago.
comm.—Fs Fedor

I played women's rughy.
I'm probably the only dyke who hasn't
tackled a girl outside the bedroom. I'd
seen the happy vet battered rughy
girls go head-to-head at Oberlin
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College, but their motto, “bleed more
than onceamonth,” terrified me. When | Thursday 5

lattended a training 1o at
Cheetah Gym Edgewater for the

Chicago Women's Rughy Foothall
Club {ciwrfe.org), the 15 women w
tough—one sported a heart-shaped
rubgy-ball tattoo—but kind enough to
keep me bruise free, Plaving hooker in
the eight-woman “scrum,” [ scrunched
up between two strong women before
barreling into the opposing team;
when I played “jump”in the line-out,
fted me into theair by my

ueiqseq @ Aey

agay
On Inauguration Day, I stood for 11
hoursin -uhfrm‘/.m, temperatures
the National Mallin D.C.on
crystal-clear prayer fri omsudd
well-behaved Prop 8advocate
Warren. After that, Pastor Trey Hall's
Sunday sermonat Holy Covenant
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1 Themoming [
Syear-old
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ed, welcoming North
st summedup by
luding sentiment: “God
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